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Security researchers 
to produce new tools 


BARBARA BLACK 


Mourad Debbabi says IT security is emerging as 
the most important challenge that has ever faced 
computing research. 

Now he’s leading a project on cyber-security 
financed with nearly $1 million in grants and 
conducted with Bell Canada and the Canadian 
Department of National Defence (DND). 

Debbabi is a Concordia Research Chair, Tier 1, 
in information systems security. 

He explained, “The tremendous success of 
Internet related technologies, such as Web serv- 
ices, voiceover IP, mobile telephony, and so on, 
coupled with advances in hardware and software 
engineering are giving rise to challenging and 
very interesting research problems. 

“Individuals, corporations and organizations 
rely more and more on information systems to 
transmit text, data, audio and/or video with var- 
ious levels of sensitivity. 

“This information must be protected against 
attacks on its secrecy (by leaking sensitive data), 
integrity (by corrupting information), authentica- 
tion (by impersonating authorized parties), and 
availability (by denying service to legal users)? 

The first research initiative, on “Free and 
Open-Source Software Security” is funded under 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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Yves Trudeau, founding president of the Quebec Sculptors Association, poses in front of Trans-Earth, the massive bronze sculpture he 
created, which is now permanently mounted in the York Corridor of the EV Building. 


Sculpture highlights 
Studio Arts fellowships 


Fine Arts Masters students will be eligible for funding 


BARBARA BLACK 





Nick Tedeschi has some advice for art 
collectors: Buy more than your walls can 
hold, because your tastes will evolve. 
And buy it because you like it, not as an 
investment. 

He has committed to provide a sub- 
stantial endowment to finance a series 


of new Studio Arts Fellowships in his 


name and that of his wife, Dale 
Tedeschi. They will go to students doing 
the Masters of Fine Arts (MFA) in 
Painting, Drawing or Sculpture. 

The purpose is to support young, 
emerging artists on the cutting edge. 
“Without this kind of help, a lot of talent 
would go unnoticed,’ Tedeschi said. 

Dean Catherine Wild and President 
Claude Lajeunesse wholeheartedly 


agreed, and thanked Leonard Ellen for 
the role he played in introducing the 
Tedeschis to Concordia. 

The founder of the Parisian Laundry, 
one of the city’s liveliest art centres, 
Tedeschi was modest as he acknowl- 
edged the gratitude of the Faculty of 
Fine Arts at a reception on May 23. 

“Tm not an expert, but art gives me 
continued pleasure. It draws me in, he 
said. 

In the York Corridor of the EV 
Building, where the reception was held, 
a bronze mural had been installed as a 
gift from the Tedeschis to Concordia. 

Trans-Earth (1981) is a large bronze 
bas-relief that evokes the interconnect- 
edness of people everywhere. As the 
President noted, the mural also marries 
engineering skill with artistic vision — 


quite appropriate for the complex that 
houses those two disciplines. 

The artist, Yves Trudeau, was present. 
He is the founding president of the 
Quebec Sculptors Association, and a 
member of the Royal Canadian Academy. 
He received the Order of Canada and 
taught for many years at UQAM. 

At the reception, Randall Anderson 
(MFA 05) was named winner of the 
FOFAs first Sculpture Court competi- 
tion, which is open to current graduate 
students and recent graduates of the 
Faculty. 

The commission will be installed in 
September 2006 and will remain on site 
for two years. The unveiling of the 
sculpture will take place at the same 
time as the inauguration of the new 
FOFA Sculpture Court and Gallery. 
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IN BRIEF 


Microchip improves medical tools 


Quartier Concordia has 
award-winning urban design 


Quartier Concordia has won 
another award for its designers, 
Groupe Cardinal Hardy. The con- 
cept for the area surrounding 
Concordia’s downtown campus 
(see below) won the Institute of 
Design Montreal Award in the 
category of urban planning. 
Vice-President Services Michael 
Di Grappa attended, and con- 
gratulated project manager 
Michéle Gamache, who was on 





hand to accept the award. 

For the Journal, he added this 
tribute to the Concordia employ- 
ees involved. “My sincerest con- 
gratulations go to Martine 


Lehoux, Peter Bolla and their 
team for their hard work and 
invaluable participation in this 
project. Thanks also to Clarence 
Epstein and Evelyne Abitbol for 
their tremendous input in mov- 
ing this project forward” 


Concordia at Acfas 


Danielle Morin (Vice-Provost, 
Academic Programs) and Eliza- 
beth Sacca (Dean, Graduate 
Studies) were among the presen- 
ters at the 74th Congrés de 
l’Association francophone pour le 
savoir (Acfas ), held at McGill 


from May 15 to 19. They were 
part of the Colloque of the 
Consortium danimation sur la 
persévérance et la réussite en 
enseignement supérieur. Arpi 
Hamalian (Educ-ation) chaired a 
session at the conference. 


Great teachers recognized 


Christopher Trueman, from the 
Department of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering, has won 
the Teaching Excellence Award in 
the Faculty of Engineering and 
Computer Science, in the catego- 
ry of full-time faculty. The winner 
in the part-time faculty category 
was Chris Taillefer, from the same 
department. The awards will be 
presented at the convocation cer- 
emony on June 17. 


The John Molson School of 
Business also announced its 
Distinguished Teaching Awards 
for 2005-06. They will go to 
Imants Paeglis, Assistant Prof- 
essor in the Department of 
Finance, in the full-time catego- 
ry, and David Moscovitz, in the 
Department of Marketing, in the 
part-time category. The awards 
will be presented at convocation 
on June 13 at Place des Arts. 


Adopt-a-Student program 
receives silver medal 


The Office of Advancement and 
Alumni Relations’ Adopt-A-Stu- 
dent program won a silver medal 
from CASE (Council for 
Advancement and Support of 
Education) 2006 Circle of 
Excellence Awards Program in 
the Fundraising category. 

The program allows donors to 
help full-time students. Since 


September 2005, the Leave a 
Legacy—Adopt-A-Student pro- 
gram has raised over $800,000 to 
benefit nearly 300 students with 
bursaries ranging from $500 to 
$2,500 per year for up to three 
years. The goal is to adopt 1,000 
students by 2008. You can learn 
more about Adopt-A-Student at 
giving.concordia.ca 





BARBARA BLACK 


Muthukumaran Packirisamy and 
co-inventor Ashok Balakrishnan 
celebrated the commercialization 
of their invention in optical MEMS 
on May 19. 

Concordia has a long tradition 
in MEMS (micro-electro-mechan- 
ical systems). This invention adds 
optical and biological elements to 


| mechanical and electronic ones. 
| Achieving it took 33 agreements, 


which were managed by the Office 
of Research and Valeo Manage- 
ment. Packirisamy was delighted 
that the project went from design 
to prototype testing in 15 intense 


| months. 





“This project proves that it is 
possible to fabricate a highly 
miniaturized and portable device 
for point-of-care diagnosis and in- 
situ medical detection’ he said. “It 
could have a revolutionary impact 
on the life sciences through its 
chemical, biological and medical 
applications’ 

Packirisamy explained that the 
advantage of packing so many ele- 
ments into one microchip is that 
it can be made more robust and 
less expensive. 

“A fully integrated platform is 
very versatile” he said. “It can be 
used in medicine; for example, to 
make disposable blood test 
instruments that can be self- 
administered. “ 

Packirisamy and his colleagues 
patented their invention and 
approached Concordia with their 
idea. The commercial prospects of 
the invention were recognized by 


Funding for security tool will help 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


| the NSERC DND partnership pro- 
| gram with a three-year budget of 


$777,000 in collaboration with 
DND and Bell Canada. 

The goal is to develop a practi- 
cal framework with solid theoreti- 


| cal foundations for the security 


evaluation and hardening of free 
and open source software. 

The second research initiative, 
on cyber forensics, is funded 
under the PROMPT Québec Major 
Projects partnership program 
with a two-year budget of $180,000 
in collaboration with Bell Canada. 
PROMPT Quebec is a non-profit 
organization which enhances 
industry through partnerships 
with university researchers. 

The project's purpose is to 
develop processes, techniques 
and automatic tools to conduct 
cyber-crime investigations that 





Concordia’s Muthu Packirisamy is seated. Behind, left to right, are Jean- 
Marc Proulx of Valeo Management, Ashok Balakrishnan of the Ottawa- 
based firm Enablence, and biologist Louise Poulin of CYAD Technologies. 


Valeo Management, which began 
networking for partners. 

In 2003, the team received 
financing of $1.5 million. One- 
third came to Concordia via a 
grant obtained by Valeo and sup- 
ported by Valorisation-Recherche 
Quebec. The grant was managed 
by Packirisamy as principal inves- 
tigator and Jon Stiharu as co- 
investigator. 

The $1 million balance was pro- 
vided by Enablence Inc., one of 
two industrial companies in the 
partnership, to support the devel- 
opment of their portion of the 


are forensically sound. 

The idea is to guide the cyber 
investigator in verifying “cyber 
incidents,’ collect evidence, image 
the media, manage the chain of 
custody, analyze the evidence and 
report on a cyber crime. The 
analysis techniques are expected 
to determine the facts and their 
chronology and extract irrefutable 
proof to back a cyber crime inves- 
tigation. 

Debbabi started doing research 
in IT security more than 10 years 
ago. He worked on research prob- 
lems such as malicious code 
detection, the design and imple- 
mentation of security protocols, 
security description languages 
and logics, and the semantic foun- 
dations of IT security. 

This research will be conducted 
at the Computer Security Labor- 
atory (CSL), which is affiliated 


technology platform. 

After the initial diligence study 
by Valeo, the project started in 
December 2004 with CYAD 
Technologies and Enablence as 
collaborating industrial partners 
with Concordia University. 

The objectives were to design 
and develop a prototype of a 
microfluidic chip for biological 
detection through hybrid attach- 
ment of a spectrometer on chip. 
Biologists Louise Poulin and 
André Darveau of CYAD Tech- 
nologies contributed significantly 
to the project. 


cyber-sleuths 


with the Concordia Institute for 
Information Systems Engineering 
(CIISE), part of Engineering and 
Computer Science. 

Debbabi's_ collaborators are 
Chadi Assi, Prabir Bhattacharya, 
Rachida Dssouli, Nadia Tawbi and 
Amr Youssef. Several researchers 
from DND will join them, and sci- 
entists and engineers from Bell 
Canada, about 15 graduate stu- 
dents, a postdoctoral fellow and a 
research associate. 

In addition, eight students 
working under Debbabi and Assi 
won an OCTAS award for a differ- 
ent project completed with the 
assistance of communications 
company Alcatel. 

The award was given by the 
Fédération de linformatique du 
Québec (FiQ), which recognizes 
innovation in Quebecs burgeon- 
ing information technology sector. 
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Over $5 million for 


alternative energy 





Andreas Athienitis leads the cross-Canada Solar Buildings Research Network, which also includes three other 
Concordia researchers: Louis Lopez, Ted Stathopoulos and Radu Zmeureanu. 


BARBARA BLACK 





With fuel prices rising and the 
demand for alternative energy 
sources growing exponentially, 
the Solar Buildings Research 
Network could not have come at a 
better time. 

Twenty-four researchers from 
10 Canadian universities have 
joined forces to develop the solar- 
optimized homes and commer- 
cial buildings of the future. 

The federal government's finan- 
cial support, provided over five 
years, comes from NSERC’s 
Strategic Network Grants pro- 
gram ($4.8 million), Natural 
Resources Canada ($430,000), and 
the Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation ($250,000). 

The network is also counting on 
the involvement of Hydro-Québec 
($75,000) and more than 20 other 
Canadian industry partners, all 
with an interest in using solar 
energy in buildings. 

The principal investigator and 
scientific leader of the Canada- 
wide network is Andreas 
Athienitis, professor in the 
Department of Building, Civil and 
Environmental Engineering, and 
Concordia University Research 
Chair, Tier 1. 

Just consider this: The solar 
energy that falls on the roof of a 
typical home far exceeds its ener- 
gy requirements. That means 
there's potential for that building 
to achieve, on average, zero net 
energy consumption. The trick is 


to optimize the useful heat, elec- 
tricity and daylight produced. 

The Solar Network has been 
hard at work on the task for almost 
a year now, but this first NSERC 
network to be based at Concordia 
was only announced by Science 
and Research Canada on May 30. 

“We made the case to the inter- 
national review panel that the 
Solar Network was a national 
need and of strategic interest to 
Canada; Athienitis said. 

“Now, for the first time, there is 
a concerted effort to perform 
advanced research on solar ener- 
gy utilization in buildings while 
improving the overall building 
performance. ” 

Athienitis focuses on integrat- 
ing solar photovoltaic, solar ther- 
mal, and daylighting technologies 
into buildings. He is also develop- 
ing innovative solar facades and 
roofs integrated with heating, 
ventilation, and air-conditioning 
systems. 

“My group takes a holistic view 
of solar energy utilization, encom- 
passing energy efficiency and, if 
possible, energy-positive build- 
ings with a high-quality indoor 
environment, he explained. 

“The traditional approach was 
to separate energy efficiency from 
solar energy utilization. We 
worked hard to convince our part- 
ners that our integrated approach 
worked and we succeeded” 

Solar power could displace arti- 
ficial light with natural light in 
commercial and _ institutional 


- tainable 


buildings, conserving energy 
while providing employees in 
these buildings with a better 
working environment. Solar 
power is also fail-safe. 

“We still remember the wide- 
spread damage cause by the ice 
storm of 1999, possibly the costli- 
est natural disaster to hit Quebec? 
Athienitis said. “Homes with pho- 
tovoltaic roofs would have provid- 
ed enough power to keep them in 
operation, preventing most of the 
damage: 

With sustainable solar products 
becoming more readily available 
at lower cost, Canada may be able 
to compete with countries such as 
Japan and Germany, who are sig- 
nificantly ahead of other devel- 
oped industrialized nations in this 
technology. 

“Solar power is sustainable and 
can solve our energy needs, 
Athienitis said. “The sun is what 
makes life possible on Earth. 

“Sustainability does not have to 
come at the expense of our quality 
of life. With smart solar energy 
utilization, we can _ readily 
improve the quality of our built 
environment while meeting sus- 
development con- 
straints? 

Concordia will host the 
Canadian Solar Buildings 
Conference this summer. It will be 
the 3lst conference held by the 
Solar Energy Society of Canada 
(SESCI), and the first by the 
Network. For more information, 
go to www.solarbuildings.ca 
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ACCOLADES 


Ronald Rudin (History) was quoted in a story in The Gazette 
about efforts by Parks Canada to interest more Canadians in 
Charles-Michel de Salaberry, hero of the 1813 Battle of 
Chateauguay. De Salaberry’s action saved British Montreal from 
being overwhelmed by the US., but that’s not a popular cause these 
days, Rudin remarked. “What's the value of a French-Canadian mil- 
itary hero who saved an empire?” In Quebec in 2006, not much. 


 NoQo 


Pamela Bright (Theology) was interviewed on CBC’s Daybreak 
about Opus Dei, the conservative lay organization affiliated with 
the Roman Catholic Church which figures in The Da Vinci Code. 
She said Opus Dei has learned a lot from the attention it got 
because of the novel, and is likely to be less secretive in future. 


—~Q-o 


Congratulations to Janine O’Leary Cobb (BA Sociology 75), who 
won in the Health and Science category of the Y's Femmes de 
merite competition recently. Cobb is the best selling author of 
Understanding Menopause and is the president of Breast Cancer 
Action Montreal. 


~@Qo 


George W.M. Harrison (Theatre) has edited a book, Satyr 
Drama: Tragedy at Play, published by the Classical Press of 
Wales/Duckworth. He sent the following explanation: 


“In ancient Greek drama, as performed at Athens, each set of three 
tragedies was followed by a light-hearted, shorter play using the 
same case [topic]. 


“The 12 contributions in this book, five of which are by Canadians, 
examine aspects and issues of satyr drama, which is not as well 
known or preserved as tragedy or comedy. 


“My own contribution to the collection explored how satyr drama 
had to change to adapt to the dramatic conventions and theatre 
design during the Roman Empire’ 


 ~\Qo 


Congratulations to Barbara 
Davidson (right, BFA 90). 
Together with seven colleagues, 
she won a Pulitzer Prize for 
news photography for the 
Dallas Morning News for their 
coverage of the devastation of 
Hurricane Katrina. Early in her 
career, she took photos for 
Concordia’s Thursday Report in 
the early 1990s. Davidson was 
the subject of a major illustrated 
feature story in The Gazette, and 
will be featured in the next issue 
of the Concordia University 
Magazine. 


“Qo 


Congratulations to Steve McLeod, currently studying for a Minor 
in Canadian Irish Studies. He has been awarded a scholarship to 
attend the 10th Annual Trieste Joyce School, which will take place 
in Italy from June 25 to July 1. The School draws its inspiration 
from the history, culture, architecture and institutions of Trieste, 
and leaves participants with a sense of why Joyce came to 
describe the city as his “second country: McLeod also won the 
$1,000 J. Armand Bombardier Scholarship in Canadian Irish 
Studies last fall. 


“Qo 


The Montreal Mirror's annual Best of Montreal list hit the stands 
on May 11. Concordia’s Bookstore nabbed the only slot in the top 
five New Bookstore list not taken by a big chain. Meanwhile, the 
Concordia Community Solidarity Co-op Bookstore, located 
in the Hall Building, found itself among the top five Used 
Bookstores. No other university bookstore was mentioned in either 
category. 
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IN MEMORIAM 


Mary A. (Mcllwraith) Brian 


| Professor Mary Brian died sud- 
denly after a long and valiant bat- 
tle with multiple sclerosis. She 
| was Director of the Centre for 
| Mature Students from 1988 to 


1997, and taught in the 
Department of Mathematics and 
| Statistics from 1961 to 1997. 

Her colleague at the Centre, 
Brigeen Badour, told the Journal 
that many people owe their aca- 
demic success to Mary's guidance. 
Because math is an entry require- 
ment for most programs, she 
helped design a math placement 
test to help students whose math 
skills were rusty. 

“Thousands of Concordia stu- 
| dents were able to achieve their 
academic goals because of Mary; 
Badour said. “Many of the mature 
students who arrived at university 





i 
i 





afraid of failure went on to suc- 
cessful careers and/or graduate 
studies.” 

Mary's husband, retired English 
professor Michael Brian, gave a 
touchingly humorous eulogy at her 
memorial service on May 23. 

He said, “What man would not 
be intrigued by a woman who was 
not only a professor of mathemat- 
ics, but was also a member of the 
anti-digit dialing league and the 
schwa society and gave a magnifi- 


cent recitation of The Green Eye of 


the Little Yellow God?” 

Donations are being made in 
Mary's name to the World Wildlife 
Fund (www.wwf.ca). We extend 
our deepest sympathy to Michael, 
their three daughters who were at 
her side when she died, and the 


rest of the family. 


Appointment: Yves Gosselin 
named to Human Resources 


Vice-President Services Michael 
Di Grappa is pleased to announce 
the appointment of Yves Gosselin 
as Interim Assistant Vice- 
President, Human Resources. He 
will be leading the day-to-day 
operations of Human Resources 
and continue the integration of 
the departmental operations into 
the wider services sector. 

“We are extremely pleased to 
have a human resources profes- 
sional of the calibre of Yves 
Gosselin joining the university. 
Under Yves’ leadership, we are 
going to continue to move for- 
ward, institute best practices and 
implement our transformational 
plan for the area. He shares key 
values that I consider fundamen- 
tal to leading a modern human 


resources service, 

Yves Gosselin is a seasoned 
human resources professional 
who has counseled and led 
human resource operations in a 
variety of industries including 
manufacturing, professional serv- 
ices and management consulting. 

He has held senior human 
resource positions at IBM Cana- 
da, Toyota Motor Manufac-turing 
of Canada, LGS Group Inc and 
was Director of Human Resources, 
Quebec Region, KPMG. 

VP Di Grappa and the Human 
Resources team welcome Yves to 
Concordia and assure him of their 
full support in transforming the 
area into a responsive and proac- 
tive service to the entire 
Concordia community. 


Appointment: Arts and Science 


Lynn Roy has been appointed 
Communications Advisor for the 
Faculty of Arts and Science. She 
began her duties on May 10. 
Working with the Office of the 
Dean, and the Faculty’s Develop- 
ment team, she will assist in the 
development and implementa- 
tion of communication, fundrais- 
ing and marketing strategies. 
Roy was previously in the 
Office of the Vice-President, 
Advancement and Alumni 
Relations, where she was Alumni 


Officer, Associations. 

She has also been Director of 
Communications for Alliance 
Quebec and Coordinator of the 
Abe Gold Learning and Research 
Centre, where she organized 
training programs, conferences, 
workshops and seminars. 

She holds an MA in Public 
Policy and Public Administration 
and a BA in Political Science, 
both from Concordia. 

We join Dean David Graham in 
welcoming Lynn to her new post. 


Board discusses search changes 


Amendments to rules and proce- 
dures for senior administrative 
appointments were passed by the 
Board of Governors on May 18. 

The amendments came from a 
committee formed in Feb. 2005 and 
chaired by Me Rita Le de Santis, 
who presented them to the Board. 

While trying to maintain the 
collegial spirit of the existing rules, 
de Santis explained that they also 
recognize the growth of the uni- 
versity and the need for a more 
streamlined process to attract 
qualified professionals. 

In the presidential search, the 
search committee will present 
only one candidate to an open 
meeting with the university com- 
munity. This change acknowl- 
edges that many potential candi- 
dates for this position are unwill- 
ing to make their candidacy pub- 
lic. There will be the use of outside 
search resources for senior aca- 
demic positions unless three-quar- 
ters of the search committee 
decide otherwise. 

After discussion with CUFA, the 
faculty union, the Board must now 
give notice of one month to invoke 
exceptional circumstances to 
modify the procedures. 

There are “academic” and “non- 
academic” categories of senior 
administrators. The president will 
appoint non-academic administra- 
tors (i.e. not dealing directly with 
academic issues and not necessar- 
ily holding academic credentials) 
after consultation with a special 






























evaluation committee of the Board, 
which can appeal to the whole 
Board in case of disagreement. 

The terms for these positions 
are open ended, but there will be 
yearly evaluations by the senior 
salaries committee of the Board 
and mandatory evaluations by a 
Board committee after five years. 

The terms for “academic” senior 
positions remain five years with 
the possibility of a second term on 
positive evaluation and subse- 
quent extension of up to one year 
after that. 

There was much discussion of 
the “non-academic” designation. 
Some felt that it did not reflect the 
goal of all senior positions to serve 
the academic mission and was a 
departure from university tradi- 
tion. The terminology used was 
questioned, as was the seeming 
lack of academic input in the 
appointment process as outlined. 

Based on the comments, De 
Santis proposed that the faculty 
deans be included on the evalua- 
tion committee. She also promised 
to consult widely and come up 
with a more appropriate term than 
“non-academic” The motion, with 
the amendments, passed the 
mandatory two-thirds majority 
vote requirement. 

The other issue that raised dis- 
cussion was the student service fee 
hike. Vice-President Michael Di 
Grappa explained that the fee had 
not changed since 1997, but that 
recent static enrolment, increased 


FAMSTOMOUGOG MIYONY 


CORRECTIONS: Awards were presented May 8 in gratitude for their 
service to the art community to Liliane Stewart, head of the Macdonald 
Stewart Foundation and founder of the Montreal Museum of Decorative 
Arts (seen in the photo above at left), Avrum and Dora Morrow (back row, 
centre), who sponsor a fellowship in the visual arts at Concordia, and art 
philanthropist Michal Hornstein, at right, with his wife, Renata Hornstein, 
seated. The Journal apologizes for incorrect information that accompa- 
nied this photo in the May 18 issue. 

In the caption of the photo in our May 18 issue about the 25th 
anniversary of the Quebec Association for Adult Learning (QAAL), we 
erred in naming the painter of the landscape presented to Lt.-Gov. Lise 
Thibault. He is Dan Delaney, of NDG. Our sincere apologies to him. 


labour costs and the need for 
stronger student service support 
had made the increase necessary. 

Di Grappa added that by provin- 
cial guidelines, Concordia receives 
a portion of the Student Services 
revenues through a specifically ear- 
marked government grant and the 
remaining revenues comes from 
Student Services fees. Di Grappa 
noted deficits are not permitted in 
this area. He pointed out that there 
had been “transparent and open” 
discussions of the increase since 
March and that a CCSL working 
group will be exploring other 
opportunities for funding. 

The increase in the Student 
Services fee comes to about $67 
per year or less for the 71 per cent 
of students who register for 24 or 
fewer credits. While acknowledg- 
ing the added costs, Enrolment & 
Student Services Executive 
Director Roger Cété said student 
services fees at other English 
Quebec universities remain higher 
than Concordia by as much as $85 
to $250 per year for a 24-credit 
courseload. 

It was agreed that insufficient 
government funding was creating 
hardship for students and admin- 
istrators alike, although the related 
issue of increasing tuition fees 
remains divisive. 

The fee increase was approved, 
as was the establishment of a 
“School of General Studies; with 
the proviso to find a better name. 

LAURIE ZACK 
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Engineering counts 


s SENATE NOTES 
on collaboration Se es 


A regular meeting of Senate, held May 29, 2006. 


Chancellor: Concordias new chancellor David P. O'Brien was intro- 
duced to Senate by President Claude Lajeunesse, who noted his pre- 
vious experience as a member of the board of the University of 
Calgary. Chancellor O'Brien said that although he has been largely 
absent from Montreal for many years, he has family in the city, many 
of whom, like him, are Concordia graduates. He is impressed by the 
strength of support for the university, and looks forward to his new 
duties. 


Library space: Two recommendations were introduced by VP 
Finance of the Graduate Students Association Jason Moschella, with 
the support of Director of Libraries, Bill Curran. One called for Senate 
to support the expansion of the Webster (downtown) Library; the 
other recommended that approximately 20 rooms on the fifth floor 
of the Library building be converted for seminar study space, accom- 
modating on average four students per room. 


In the discussion, the following points were made: That the short- 
age of study space in the library is acute; that security concerns will 
have to be evaluated regarding the fifth floor offices; that the 
Education Department, currently housed mainly on that floor, has 
been waiting for five years to be moved and will be further inconve- 
nienced by this proposal; that the expansion of the library is part of a 
larger plan by the Vice-President Services; and that specific space 
recommendations probably lie beyond the scope of Senate. 





FANMSOTOMOUBOO MIXONY 


Above, Dean of Engineering and Computer Science Nabil Esmail talks with Dean of Arts and Science David 
Graham and chair of the Department of Mathematics and Statistics Yogendra P. Chaubey in the new fourth-floor 
engineering lounge of the EV building. 

Esmail says the collaborative projects between his faculty and Fine Arts has been so fruitful that he decided 
to pursue the idea with Arts and Science, starting with the Department of Mathematics and Statistics. 

Dean Graham and the mathematicians were invited to have coffee on May 23 with some of their engineering 
colleagues in the beautiful new lounge. About 25 attended, and for some, it was the first time they had met. 


The first motion, to support the expansion of the Webster Library, 
was approved. The second, to open seminar rooms on the fifth floor 
of the library building, was tabled. 


Update on searches: The President reported that the Board had 
approved the profile of the new post, Vice-President, Research and 
Graduate Studies. He further reported that the Board had approved 
— a revision of the rules for appointing senior administrators (see 


Board, page 4). Provost Martin Singer reported that advertisements 
Travels with Balbir Sahni 





ENCS team wins design contest: Dean Nabil Esmail reported that 


for the position of Dean of the John Molson School of Business had 
There was a time when Concordia 


appeared in newspapers and journals. 
University wasn't overly concerned 
with attracting students from 
abroad — but that was before 
Balbir Sahni. 

The emeritus economics profes- 
sor, who was until recently Director 
of the Centre for International 
Academic Co-operation (CIAC), 
was the guest of honour with his 
family at a reception May 29. 

While his international activities 
were initially focused on promoting 
relations between Canada, particu- 
larly Concordia, with his home 
country of India, Sahni realized in 
recent years that China was at least 
as important. This gave former 





a team of undergraduate students won a design competition held in 
Calgary by the Canadian Society for Mechanical Engineers (CSME). 
They came first for designing, building and flight-testing the first 
fixed-wing Canadian Micro-Air Vehicle (MAV). 


Speaker: In the absence of other nominees, and on the recommen- 
dation of Senate steering committee, John O'Brien was re-elected 
Speaker for 2006-07. Senate congratulated him with a round of 


applause. 


Next meeting: Sept. 15 


Silver medalist announced 


The Governor-General’s Silver Medal, awarded to the highest- 
ranking student at the bachelor’s degree level, will be presented to 


Psychology student Natsumi Sawada. 


president Frederick Lowy an = Here are the major academic awards for undergraduates: 
opportunity to talk about the fun of : The Rytsa Tobias Memorial Medal (formerly the Birks Medal), 
“travelling with Bir’ 2 given to the top BA student: Natsumi Sawada 


“It was an experience, Lowy 
recalled. “Here was a handsome 
man, elegantly dressed, probably 
the first Sikh many Chinese people 
had seen. On the Great Wall or 
wherever we went, he was the cen- 
tre of attention” 

Sahni has won many honours 
for his commitment to interna- 
tional relations, including the 
2002 Queen’s Golden Jubilee 
Medal, the Indo-Canadian Cham- 
ber of Commerce 2001 
Lifetime/Outstanding Achieve- 
ment Award, the 1999 Award of 





‘ 


the National Indo-Canadian 
Council, the 1995 Award of Merit 


for contributions to Canadian ~ 


Studies in India, and the 1993 Bhai 
Vir Singh Award, presented by the 
Indian Finance Minister. 

He has been at Concordia for 41 
years, and said he “will still be 
around” the university. He has also 
been asked to join the Canada- 
India Educational Working Group, 
one of many public organizations 


Balbir Sahni said the key is “to consider others as your family.” 


to which he has lent his talents and 
enthusiasm 
These include the Shastri Indo- 
Canadian Institute, the board of 
the Canadian Bureau for Inter- 
national Education (CBIE), the 
Canadian International Develop- 
ment Agency (CIDA), and Canada’s 
National Committee on Economic 
Co-operation, to which he was 
appointed in 1988. 
BARBARA BLACK 


The Anne Stokes Medal (BEd, TESL): Alice Mostlova 

The Administration Medal (BAdmin): Kathryn Ann Peterson 
The Mappin Medal (BSc): Oscar Venter 

The Charles E. Frosst Medal (BComm): Daniela Sarghi 

The Chait Medal (BEng): Ghada Koleilat 

The Computer Science Medal: Bonnie Vu Thien Huong Thanh 
The Alfred Pinsky Medal (Fine Arts): Israél Fortin 


The following Special Awards will also be given at convocation: 


The First Graduating Class Award: Delirium Press. 
The Concordia Medal: Alicia Marie-Gallagher 

The Lieutenant-Governor'’s Award: Jacelyn Daigle 
The Malone Medal: Yu Xiang Chen 

The O’Brien Medal: Louis Vigneault 

The Stanley G. French Medal: Bilal Abdul Kader 
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Leo Bissonnette balances work, life and studies 


Jenn Davis prepares to hit the garden. She says her mother imbued her 
with a keen sense of community, and is her all-time heroine (as shown by 
the heart on her arm). “She's a single mom with three children who 
worked really hard to achieve everything she ever wanted to.” 


Over the years, Jenn Davis has 
given her time to multiple com- 
munity organizations and causes. 
She says her insatiable urge to get 
involved comes naturally. 

“Im a small town girl, and 
everyone there helps everyone 
else out in whatever way they 


can: 

Davis, who just completed her 
BA in Sociology and Anthropolo- 
gy, hails from Moretown, a village 
of about 1,000 people in central 
Vermont. 

She first became involved in the 
sustainability movement there 
during high school, and became 
the university's Sustainability 
Assessment Coordinator after 
four years with Sustainable 
Concordia. 

She is responsible for produc- 
ing the university's sustainability 
report card, which measures 171 
indicators such as greenhouse gas 
emissions, water use and commu- 
nity cohesion. 

“I was drawn to Concordia 
because the students are very 
diverse and politically active? she 
said. “Change doesn’t happen 
overnight, but it’s still worth 
working toward? 

Davis has also worked as a cam- 
paign organizer to help success- 
fully re-elect independent 
Vermont congressman Bernie 
Sanders, as a union organizer in 
Vermont and as a fundraiser in 
the Montreal AIDS community. 


Last January she worked with 
Habitat for Humanity to build a 
house for a family who had lost 
their home to Hurricane Katrina. 

“We worked for nine days 
straight, sun-up to sundown. The 
people who move in work along- 
side you, and they came and 
cooked a feast for us: Sweet pota- 
to pie, roast chicken, the whole 
works,’ she said. 

“Meanwhile, they were living on 
emergency packets. They gave us 
everything they had” 

An endeavour extremely close 
to her heart is the Agitate Media 
Program, a film and discussion 
series for youth she facilitates at 
the YMCA in NDG. 

“Many young people do not 
believe in their ability to have 
their voices heard or that their 
participation will create change? 
Davis said. 

Between working with Agitate, 
learning French, working with 
Sustainable Concordia and tend- 
ing to her community garden this 
summer, Davis plans to apply for 
an MA in Education. 


She wants to become part of a” 


new generation of educators that 
encourages young people to think 
critically and participate in the 
shaping of their communities. 
“What I'm trying to do is help 
young people to develop their 


- own agency: To go out into their 


ALLISON MARTENS 
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Since she was three years old, Leo 
Bissonnette's teenage daughter 
has seen her father working at the 
computer at home. 

“As a child, she used to bring me 
sandwiches, Bissonnette said. 

Through his early days — he 
would set his alarm clock for 4:30 
a.m. so he could work on his dis- 
sertation before going into work — 
and countless weekends spent 
deep in study, his wife and daugh- 
ter have always stood behind him. 

Without their support, 
Bissonnette says he could not have 
completed his PhD in Educational 
Technology. For the last 14 years, 
he has balanced family with his 
studies, as well as his full-time 
responsibilities as Coordinator of 
Concordia’s Office for Students 
with Disabilities. 

Bissonnette himself lost his 
vision as an infant, due to degener- 
ation of the retina. 

In his 400-page dissertation, 
Bissonnette examined the sup- 
port faculty members require to 
make the university experience 
more accessible to students with 
disabilities. 

“[ went back to do my PhD out of 
my own interest, and it’s worked 
well because it’s given me some- 
thing that will help me fulfill my 
career at Concordia with a very 
clear agenda, he said. Bissonnette 
also holds a BA and MA in sociolo- 
gy from Concordia. 

During his research, he surveyed 
and interviewed more than 300 
Concordia faculty members. 


Almost 80 per cent had no idea 
how to accommodate in their 
course materials the unique needs 
of students with disabilities. 

Bisonnette said that this is a 
problem faced by educators 
around the world. 

He emphasized “universal 
design,’ that is, ensuring the needs 
of all students are met from square 
one. He said progress is already 
being made. 

“We're starting to design web- 
sites that are adapted to the needs 
of students with disabilities now, 
instead of going back retroactively 
when one of them shows up on our 
doorstep’ 


At Concordia, Bissonnette has 
pushed to make the shuttle buses 
more accommodating for stu- 
dents with disabilities. He has 
advised on design of new build- 
ings, and with the collaboration of 
Facilities Management, recently 
helped to introduce an access card 
system that ensures students with 
physical disabilities are given pri- 
ority in the Hall Building elevators. 

Now, he is assiduously working 
toward increased faculty support. 

“We have to get the message out 
that for students with disabilities, 
graduate-level programs are just 
as do-able as undergraduate ones.’ 

ALLISON MARTENS 


Leo Bissonnette with his longtime guide dog, Nugget. 


Ian Campbell: art for technophobes 





MFA (graduating) student lan Campbell is a bright star in the Studio Arts program. His work, like the chaotic 
installation pictured above, uses found objects in unconventional ways. Campbell has been a serious artist for 
more than 10 years, one of his works was purchased by the City of Montreal. 

He’s set on teaching, either at a university or through his own workshops. “! would like to continue working 
with students, trying to create innovative ways of teaching art and getting their ideas out there,” he said. 

“I'm particularly interested in bringing people into a space where they can freely experiment with new 
technologies. | think my goal with art and my teaching philosophy come from the same place: to remove 
people's fear of technology.” For more examples of Campbell's work, please go to www.iancampbell.org 
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jake moore: By Any Means Necessary 


At 15 years old jake moore (lower 
case intentional) dropped out of 
high school to sing with a punk 
band. This fall, she'll be teaching 
at Memorial University’s Visual 
Arts Department. 

After touring with the Ruggedy 
Annes and studying furniture 
design, Moore came to Concor- 
dia from Winnipeg to do a BFA. 

“Since I was a child, and to my 
mother's great embarrassment, 
I've said I wanted to be a waitress 
and an artist,’ moore said. “I've 
done both? 

Not satisfied with these 
achievements, moore decided to 
go back to school a decade later 
to earn an MFA. She asked her 
former professor Barbara Layne 
for a reference. Layne, who con- 
structs wearable art as an artist- 
researcher at Hexagram, encour- 
aged her to return to Concordia. 


moore was attracted by the 
potential at Hexagram. She has 
been Assistant Projects Coord- 
inator at their affiliated Centre 
Interuniversitaire dArt Mediati- 
ques (CIAM). This program, with 
the assistance of the Centre for 
Digital Arts, offers training and 
material support to over 150 
graduate students working at 
Concordia and UQAM. 

She has also been involved in 
several projects as the interim 
programming coordinator at 
Studio XX, a women’s media arts 
and multimedia resource centre. 
Besides plans for their upcoming 
10th anniversary, she has been 
developing Matricules, an online 
interactive feminist history of 
media art. 

moore is designing the project 
like a fabric: “The warp will be 
time, and the weft will be events’ 


Additions from users can be 
woven into the design. 

This relates to moore's elec- 
tronic weaving work with Layne. 
moore continues to explore a 
range of materials. “If I have a 
guiding principle, it’s By Any 
Medium Necessary, she joked. 

moore’s interest in bodies as 
vehicles of exchange was the 
basis for her successful SHHRC 
application. She was the first fine 
arts student to be awarded that 
federal funding when it became 
available to master’s students in 
2003. 

Her work is part of the Hunt 
Baill, a show curated by Leisure 
Projects (a collaboration between 
Concordia graduate Meredith 
Carruthers and student Susannah 
Wesley) at Galerie Yergeau, 2060 
Joly Ave. until Sept. 2. 

KAREN HERLAND 





jake moore with plasterRuth, developed as part of her thesis show. The 
piece is one of moore’s contributions to Hunt Ball, that commemorates an 
annual ball held at the Ritz-Cariton in the first half of the last century. 


Tali Goodfriend uses her art to build bridges between cultures 


Since the death of her brother in a 
suicide bombing in Israel 11 years 
ago, Tali Goodfriend has used her 
art to kindle peaceful dialogue 
and foster understanding about 
the conflict in the Middle East. 

“Lused art to learn about myself 
as well as to heal, and realized 
how lucky I am to live in Canada. 
But with that privilege comes 
responsibility. 

Goodfriend, who was born in 
the U.S. but moved to Israel at age 
five, will receive her MA in Art 
Education. She said Israel was a 
very different place when she was 
growing up there in the 1960s. 

She grew up with the Bedouin 
tribe that lived close to her com- 
munity. “They were my friends. I 
didn't see the Arabs as being dif- 
ferent than me. There was no prej- 
udice. That's not the case today: 

Goodfriend was inspired by 


programs in Israel that bring 
together Arab and Jewish stu- 


dents. In 2004, she helped stage an 
exhibition of photographs they 


Tali Goodfriend’s brother, Ari Pearimutter, was 19 years old when he was 
killed by a suicide bomber 11 years ago. He appears with her in this piece, 


entitled Memorial. 


David May commited to engineering for life 


David May has a perfect GPA of 
4.3, but he wouldn't want you to 
make too much of it. 

“The four courses in the thesis 
option of the Master's of Applied 
Science are practical, and most 
master’s students are pretty good 
students anyway, he explained. 

The native of Notre Dame de 
Grace has always been a serious, 
methodical student. 

“When I first went [to 
Concordia], I was intimidated, so I 
decided to hit the books hard 
right from the start” He had 
worked in high school and at 


Dawson College, but university 
required even more application. 

“That's what you do at universi- 
ty — you study. Oh, you take a few 
little breaks with your friends now 
and then, but that’s what you're 
there for” 

He was attracted to fluid 
dynamics through one of his pro- 
fessors, Georgios Vatistas, and 
started helping him with his 
research. 

“Dr. Vatistas was a great guy to 
work with, and he quickly became 
the one I would be a research 
assistant for. I spent summers 


solving equations, reading the lit- 
erature on vortices, and helping 
the graduate students’ 

After his undergraduate degree 
in mechanical engineering, he 
went straight into the master’s 
program and decided to do the 
thesis option. “It's maybe a 
romantic choice, he mused, “ but 
I wanted to concentrate deeply on 
something” 

May has been working at Rolls 
Royce in Dorval, using the knowl- 
edge he acquired with such dedi- 
cation. “I just love engineering” 

BARBARA BLACK 
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made of one another's homes at 
the Saidye Bronfman gallery. 

She is active in two Montreal 
groups which promote peaceful 
dialogue between the communi- 
ties. A collaboration between 
them produced Meeting in the 
Middle, an exhibit that was fea- 
tured on CBC. 

Goodfriend contributed a trip- 
tych (one the pieces is at left) to 
the show. Each piece contained 
photographs and various objects, 
such as one of her son's toy motor- 
cycles. Her brother loved to speed 
around on the real thing. 

An airplane and a swatch of red 
velvet—which appear on the 
berets worn by Israeli paratroop- 
ers—recall the military service he 
was carrying out at the time of his 
death. 

In addition to contributing to 
cultural understanding, “it was to 


remember my brother, but also to 
move forward. She added that 
faculty members’ support proved 
invaluable. 

Some of her work has also pro- 
voked much discussion, such as 
her mezuzahs — small cases con- 
taining parchment with scripture 
— in the form of a woman. She 
also changed the Hebrew prayer 
inside, from the masculine to the 
feminine tense. 

“It was risqué in that way. For 
me, it was about how to rework it 
as a reflection on who I am in con- 
temporary society: 

Before starting her MA, 
Goodfriend worked for 20 years in 
early childhood education. She 
will return to her job at Vanier 
College and will continue her 
work with peacebuilding groups 
in Canada and the Middle East. 

ALLISON MARTENS 





David May completed the MSc program in 15 months. A paper based on his 
findings was accepted for publication in the A/AA Journal of Aircraft. 
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Anabelle Chabot worked on the Old Port renovation. 


NOSNIHOLNH FLV 


Anabelle Chabot started her uni- 
versity studies with architecture 
at the Université de Montréal. 

“It was a little too artistic for 
me,’ she admitted. “It may seem 
funny, but I needed to do more 
calculations and technical stuff. 
Then I heard about the program 
in Building Engineering, and 
since then, I wanted to become 
an engineer’ 

She spent her first work term 
at Inspec-Sol, in Ville St. Laurent, 
where she had the chance to 
work on many projects, includ- 


Haig Balian will travel to Sri Lanka 


Haig Balian has scooped a $20,000 
Journalism Fellowship from the 
International Development Re- 
search Centre to promote media 
education in Sri Lanka. 

He will work with Voices of 
Reconciliation, a non-govern- 
ment organization (NGO) that 
seeks to instruct the media in con- 
structive and conflict-sensitive 
reporting practices. 

“In Sri Lanka, the media and 
NGOs don't trust one another. 
NGOs are seen as imperialist and 
viewed suspiciously, Balian said. 
“They feel like what they're try- 
ing to achieve isn’t accurately 
portrayed by the media,’ which is 
frustrating whether they are try- 
ing to improve health and educa- 
tion in the country or mediate a 





peaceful resolution to the ethnic 
conflict there. 

He will help media organiza- 
tions and NGOs to understand 
one another better. Similarly, he 
will encourage fairer and more 
accurate reporting on everything 
from natural disasters to the 
ongoing civil strife. 

“It's so important to the peace 
process to have a fair press. If peo- 
ple don't know what is going on, it 
could be a recipe for disaster” 
Balian’s own parents left Beirut in 
the 70s at the height of the 
Lebanese Civil Wars. Their ances- 
tors had first settled in the Middle 
East after fleeing the Armenian 
genocide in the early 1900s. 

Peter Downie, Graduate Pro- 
gram Director in Journalism, says 


Jonathan Cayer discovered his passion for classical texts at the Liberal 
Arts College. “It was difficult for me to decide what! wanted to do in grad 
school because of the diversity of material we encounter there.” 


FAMSTOMONSOO MIXONY 


this fellowship is a great way for 
Balian to kick start his career. 

“Increasingly, our students are 
energized by international proj- 
ects that allow them to use the 
journalism skills they learned 
with us in places other than the 
mainstream media’ 

Balian also holds a BA in polit- 
ical studies from Queen's. He has 
traveled extensively throughout 
Asia and Oceania, and lived in 
Australia for a year and a half. 

He was attracted to journalism 
because, among other things, it 
would permit him to work any- 
where in the world. 

“I like to create and to write. 
It's a perfect fit that rolls all my 
interests into one.” 

ALLISON MARTENS 
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Anabelle Chabot found happiness 
in the technical details 


ing renovation of the wharfs at 
the Port of Montreal. She did her 
second and third work terms at 
the Agence de lefficacité énergé- 
tique du Québec. 

“During those eight months I 
was travelling between Montreal 
and Quebec City each week. I 
had the chance to do blower 
door tests and inspect many 
mechanical rooms in different 
buildings’ 

For their final project, Chabot’s 
class were told to redesign the 
new Concordia EV Building. 


“Our class was divided into two 
teams, one for the structure and 
another for the mechanical. I was 
in the mechanical team, and this 
project permitted us to discover 
what kind of work we would be 
doing if we were working for a 
consultant firm on mechanical 
engineering. I realized that was 
really what I wanted to do” 

Chabot found a job at CIMA+, 
in downtown Montreal “I was 
really lucky. I just started my new 
job and I think I will enjoy it a lot? 

BARBARA BLACK 





The winner of a $20,000 fellowship, Haig Balian is in Sri Lanka to help 
promote journalistic ethics. He said journalism is the perfect way to com- 
bine all his interests, which include world travel and politics. 


Jonathan Cayer off to Yale 


Jonathan Cayer has received a full 
scholarship to pursue his PhD in 
French Literature at Yale University. 

Cayer, who just completed his BA 
in Western Society and Culture 
through the Liberal Arts College 
(LAC), claims he applied on a whim. 

“T was looking for a school that 
had a strong commitment to mul- 
tidisciplinary work and a wonder- 
ful French Literature program that 
focused on medieval studies, 

“But I never expected to get in? 
let alone with funding that covers 
tuition, living and all other expens- 
es, he said. “I almost fainted when I 
got the phone call” 

Cayer said that when he start- 
ed his degree, the LAC fostered 
his budding admiration for pre- 
eminent classical texts through 
its core curriculum, in which stu- 
dents study the great books. of 
Western Civilization from antiq- 


uity to the present. 

Had he not gone to the LAC, he 
would not have received “the edu- 
cation of my dreams; he said. “I 
come from small-town Quebec, 
and went to public schools where 
courses like this didn't exist? 

His entrance into the program 
was an act of serendipity. While 
completing his application for 
Concordia four years ago, he 
noticed he could apply for two 
majors. When he checked the one 
in Western Society and Culture, he 
didn’t know he had applied to the 
LAC until he received information 
about it in the mail. 

His first choice had been politi- 
cal science, in order to pursue a 
career with the United Nations. 

In high school, he went on an 
exchange to Washington, D.C. to 
learn English. He arrived there 
three weeks before the Sept. 11 ter- 


rorist attacks. 

During this time, he also did 
fundraising and volunteered for 
with a local humanitarian aid 
agency, and has travelled to 
Nicaragua to work on develop- 
ment projects. 

Despite his ongoing love of all 
things political, “once I discovered 
this world [of the LAC], I complete- 
ly fell for it? 

Cayer won two Liberal Arts 
scholarships while at the College, 
and is a regular on the Dean's List. 
He also received a coveted TAship 
awarded to a select few. 

Just as Cayer never expected to 
attend a top-tier U.S. university, his 
passion for medieval French litera- 
ture—which is not studied at the 
LAC—also caught him by surprise. 

“It was my spirit of contradiction 
that pushed me in that direction? 

ALLISON MARTENS 
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Richard Bellefleur starts a new chapter 


For Richard Bellefleur, the voy- 
age toward his BA in Applied 
Human Sciences (AHS) has been 
equally spiritually and intellectu- 
ally fulfilling. 

“I think I've had the same bat- 
tles as many aboriginal youth with 
alcohol and addiction’ he reflect- 
ed. “That's the beauty of my story: 
Everything comes from spirit. 
That's something I had to learn’? 

He knew he had reached a criti- 
cal turning point when, at the urg- 
ing of his partner of 13 years, he 
applied for a Specialization in 
Human Relations. 

“She said that it would be such 
a great gift at this point in my life, 
and she was right.” 

With the full moral support of 
his band council, he was admit- 
ted as a mature student five years 
ago, at the age of 48. 

Now, he draws upon his own 
life and educational experience 


Cameron Fortin already manages financial portfolios. 


to reawaken the spirit in others. 
“My education has given me con- 
fidence, a source of knowledge 
and a toolbox of expertise’ 

He is especially thankful to 
those who supported him in 
AHS. “It’s like a family there. They 
wanted me to succeed in the true 
sense of the word’ 

In addition to facilitating talk- 
ing circles and performing pipe 
ceremonies at Montreal’s Native 
Friendship Centre and the 
Kahnawake reserve, Bellefleur 
regularly receives invitations 
from across Canada to perform 
in sacred ceremonies. 

After graduation in June, he 
will travel to the Kootenay moun- 
tains in British Columbia, as well 
as to Ghost River, Alberta. 

He has spent several years in the 
latter, where he works as a mentor 
at summer camps for at-risk native 
youth and adults. Though he is 





CANSOTOMOUSOG MIXGNY 


originally from the Delaware 
nation in southern Ontario, he has 
become well versed in the teach- 
ings of the Cree and Blackfoot in 
the Alberta prairies. 

There, he works closely with 
Sequoyah Trueblood, an interna- 


tionally respected Elder. 
“These good things come 
through spirit; Bellefleur said. “It 


has come through the way I've 
helped myself, and counsel oth- 
ers. 

In the native tradition, the gift 
of an eagle feather is the highest 
honor that can be awarded. 
Bellefleur has one, given to him 
by Trueblood. Yet, he says his 
work is far from done. 

“I'm just somebody who has 
had the opportunity to learn 
these things. I can only keep 
them by passing them onto oth- 
ers. That's my journey” 

ALLISON MARTENS 
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Richard Bellefleur is modest about the numerous requests he’s received 
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to attend healing ceremonies across Canada. He attributes these oppor- 
tunities not to so-called word of mouth, but to a greater force. “It's the 


spirit working in people.” 


Cameron Fortin snaps up dream job 


He hasn't even walked the stage 
yet, and Cameron Fortin has 
already begun his “dream job; 
one that most finance students 
would kill for. 

At Formula Growth, a mutual 
fund company in downtown 
Montreal, Fortin is part of a 
tightly knit team that manages 
portfolios with a net worth of 
approximately $600 million. 

He says he relishes the fast- 
paced atmosphere. “The variety 
of companies we keep an eye on 
is really diverse. There's a lot of 
exciting stuff going on, whether 
it’s new technology, a new drug 
to treat cancer or a hot new 
restaurant chain.” 

Fortin cut his teeth in the 
Kenneth Woods Portfolio 
Management program in the 
John Molson School of Business, 


which each year gives eight to 
10 students the opportunity to 
manage a $1 million portfolio. 

He said it went “hand-in- 
hand” with the JMSB’s co-op 
program, through which he 
completed several work terms 
at firms in Toronto and here in 
his hometown of Montreal. 

It was the co-op program 
option that led him to do his 
BComm at the JMSB. 

He also served as a VP 
Academic on the JMSB Case 
Competition Committee, which 
organizes the teams that com- 
pete around the world each 
year. 

In 2004, he was a member of 
the Concordia team that made 
the finals of the International 
Business Challenge, a case com- 
petition held in Austin, Tex. In 


2005, he helped lead the team to 
a first-place finish as a coach. 

“Coaching is very rewarding 
because it’s incredible how you 
can take three or four people 
who are very talented - but 
have never worked together - 
and mold them into a cohesive 
team. 

“After a few practices, they 
really come together’ 

Right now, Fortin is rehears- 
ing something completely dif- 
ferent: The speech he will deliv- 
er as valedictorian at the JMSB 
Convocation on June 13. 

“It’s possibly the last time my 
classmates will be forced to lis- 
ten to me,” he laughed. “But 
really, I’m absolutely thrilled. 
It’s such a huge honour, and a 
great way to cap off four years.” 

ALLISON MARTENS 


Maciej Augustyniak has made actuarial mathematics a family affair 


Maciej Augustyniak is graduating 
from the BSc Specialization in 
Actuarial Mathematics. 

This is highly selective program 
— actuaries can make more money 
than doctors — and Maciej (pro- 
nounced ma-tchi-ej) has a GPA at 
the A-to-A+ level, and is one of the 
top five graduates in the class. 

Jose Garrido, the Actuarial 
Program Director, said, “Maciej is 
extremely articulate, both in 
English and in French. He shows 
determination and asks questions 
about difficult concepts until he is 


satisfied with his grasp. He is seri- 
ous and reflective, yet always in 
good spirits. He is also very polite, a 
quality that is getting lost” 

Maciej’s brother Jacek graduated 
from the same program last 
December, in the Co-op option. 
Jacek is one and half years older. 

“Early on we were always suc- 
cessful in our math classes and in 
math competitions; Maciej said. 
“My math teacher in Grade 11 
talked to us about the actuarial 
profession because she herself 
entered an actuarial program. 


“We found it was probably the 
best fit for us as it incorporated 
math skills, business work, good 
employment opportunities and 
good salary. In CEGEP, we were 
decided on that direction and we 
only applied to the Concordia 
Actuarial program. 

“We are not competitive 
between each other; rather I would 
say we are cooperative. In the last 
summer we were both looking for 
an internship and had an interview 
with the same company. We 
thought it would be interesting to 


work together, but unfortunately I 
was only retained for the job. He 
eventually got another internship 
somewhere else’ 

He is going on to the Université 
de Montréal to do a master’s 
degree. Becoming a full-fledged 
actuary takes another eight years 
after that. Employers usually pro- 
vide benefits for employees doing 
their exams. “However, it does not 
make the process easy, as one usu- 
ally has to study 400 hours or more 
to prepare for an exam’ 

Maciej said he really enjoyed his 


years at Concordia. “Since the 
actuarial program did not count 
that many people and often every- 
one was in the same classes I had 
the opportunity to make a lot of 
friends. 

“The program gave me a lot of 
independence and was challeng- 
ing. As a result I decided to start a 
new company along with my 
brothers and two of our friends 
from the program. We want to do 
some form of online tutoring in 
math for high school students.’ 

BARBARA BLACK 
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In between exams and convoca- 
tion, Andrea Ming-Si Lee 
wedged in a European vacation. 
Last month, she wrote to the 
Journal from Montmartre, Paris. 

She recently completed an 
Honours in Psychology and a 
minor in Multidisciplinary 
Studies in Sciences. 

“My ambition revolves around 
specializing and promoting 
physical, mental and social 
health in children” 

To this end, she will start a PhD 





in clinical psychology at the 
University of Ottawa this fall, and 
has received government funding 
to do so. 

At the Science College, she 
studied cystic fibrosis at the 
Montreal Children’s Hospital, 
examined the role of dopamine 
in the entorhinal cortex of the rat 
brain, as well as motor skill 
learning in musicians. 

“The multidisciplinary classes 
the College offered continually 
reinforced and allowed my inter- 


Andrea Ming-Si Lee (left) and Carolin Madwar both had numerous research oppor- 
tunities while studying at the Science College. Lee will be pursuing a PhD at the 
University of Ottawa. Madwar is continuing work in the labs at Concordia. 
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ests for the sciences and research 


to blossom” 

She has received several schol- 
arships during her studies, and 
last year was one of the 150 top 
students in the Faculty of Arts 
and Science. She is a member of 
the Concordia chapter of the 
Golden Key Honour Society. 

When the Journal called biolo- 
gist Leah Nemiroff, she was load- 
ing up her car to move to Halifax, 
where she will begin an MSc at 
Dalhousie University. 

With government funding, she 
will survey Northern bottlenosed 
whales off the coast of Labrador. 

“This population was very 
highly whaled a few decades ago, 
and we don’t know how well 
they've recovered,’ she said. 

One of Nemiroff’s research 
projects at the College with 
Judith Patterson was profiled in 
The Gazette last summer: They 
composted manure at an NDG 
dog park. 

“The Science College gave me a 
lot of experience in research, and 
really put me on the path to 
achieving my goal” of gaining 
entrance to a highly competitive 
post-graduate program, she said. 

Nemiroff achieved a GPA 
above 4.0 and earned the 2006 
Biology Medal while balancing 
full-time studies with part-time 


Jung Yeun Song: Her heroism shines 


For a girl born in South Korea with a 
disability, graduating from a 
Canadian university in engineering 
is a significant accomplishment. 
Here is her story: 

Having been born with spina 
bifida and congenital scoliosis, I 
was not expected to have the capa- 
bility to care for myself. My mother 
sent me to Canada when I was 
seven to seek medical attention 
that was not available in Korea. 

In Canada, I was cared for by a 
Montreal foster family. After 
numerous surgeries, my mother 
made a difficult decision and con- 
sented to adoption, knowing life 
would be much easier for me here 
in Canada. In Korea, nothing was 
adapted for the disabled. She 
knew my Canadian family treated 
me as one of their own, and would 
take good care of me. 

Throughout my years in Canada 
I attended school (from elemen- 
tary school to university) and was 
constantly in and out of the hospi- 
tal for surgeries. During my stays 
in the hospitals and my period of 
recoveries, with the help of hospi- 
tal teachers and school tutors, I 


kept up with my studies. As well, in 
between surgeries, I was involved 
in extracurricular activities such 
as sports study and music study 
programs. I was also involved in 
organizing events to raise money 
for a local community charity. 

With the goal of being self-suffi- 
cient, being accepted at Concordia 
University in Building Engineering 
was an exciting moment in my life. 
However, having a disability, I 
knew getting through the program 
would be a challenge. 

Living on the South Shore 
meant having to travel an hour 
each way by public transportation, 
on bus and metro, with a school 
bag full of textbooks. Being less 
than 46” tall and walking with a 
cane made it difficult to get from 
class to class (changing buildings 
within Concordia’s downtown 
campus), especially during winter 
months. 

Some days were very exhaust- 
ing. But with the support of my 
Canadian and Korean families, my 
boyfriend, Concordia professors, 
as well as friends, I made it 
through the program. I also man- 


aged to volunteer in some ECA 
activities and tutoring interna- 
tional students who required help 
with their university English 
essays. 

Concordia’s Office for Students 
with Disabilities offers special 
services for students with disabili- 
ties. I did not use their services as I 
felt I was capable of getting by 
without them. It was comforting 
to know, however, that the office 
was there for any reason and sup- 
port. This is an example of a serv- 
ice offered to the disabled that 
probably would not have been 
available to me in Korea. 

My experience at Concordia has 
been very positive and memorable. 
I have made friends who were 
always willing to help in any way, 
both academically and physically. 

Completing my studies and 
graduating from Concordia 
University is a great accomplish- 
ment which has taught me that 
with enough motivation, even 
with additional difficulties, I am 
capable of pursuing and achiev- 
ing the goals of any other inde- 
pendent girl. 


GREAT GRADS 


Science College students already on the road to attaining their goals 


employment as a unit co-ordina- 
tor at the Royal Victoria Hospital. 

Honours Biochemistry student 
Rafael Languay is a three-time 
recipient of Science College bur- 
saries who has been on the 
Dean's List throughout his entire 
undergraduate career. 

He is now in Europe, where he 
will travel before settling down in 
the French Alps to work as a ski 
technician this winter. 

Upon his return, he is consid- 
ering a doctorate in pharmacolo- 
gy at the Université de Montréal. 

“T really did enjoy my time at 
the Science College, but not for 
the same reasons most people 
do,’ he said in an email. Though 
he is ecstatic about some of the 
projects he worked on. “The 
major asset I think I acquired is 
that I had a good taste of various 
research, and realized it’s not for 
me.” 

Languay received NSERC fund- 
ing for his work with Jim Pfaus 
last summer, and also worked in 
nucleic acid chemistry with 
Chris Wilds, a Canada Research 
Chair. 

“I love the human body, along 
with the biological, chemical and 
physical interactions that are 
manifested within it. I like under- 
standing the effects various 
chemicals have on the body, but I 


also need some interactive con- 
tact, thus the move to pharmacy.” 

In addition to graduating with 
great distinction, Carolin Madwar 
will be honoured with both the 
Science College and Chemistry 
Medals at her ceremony. 

Her GPA sits well above the 4.0 
mark, and she has received sever- 
al scholarships in recognition of 
her outstanding academic 
record, including the $5,000 
International Student Award. 
She has won it twice. 

Madwar, who completed an 
Honours degree in Biochemistry, 
is of Egyptian origin but was 
born and raised in Kuwait. She 
was invited to join the Science 
College after her first semester. 

“What initially attracted me 
was the fact that I could partici- 
pate in research not only in bio- 
chemistry, but in other fields,’ 
she said. 

Her favourite research project 
involved foldamers, “flexible 
molecules that prefer to adopt a 
specific shape in solution” and 
have myriad applications in the 
medical field. She completed 
that project with Louis Cuccia. 
This summer, she will be working 
on a different project with Cuccia 
and John Capobianco on 
nanocrystal synthesis. 

ALLISON MARTENS 





Jung Yeun’s Canadian mother, Lorna MacEachen, says the family is 
“bursting our buttons with pride” at her accomplishment. 

Incidentally, Jung Yeun now relies less on the metro. Last year, she 
and her boyfriend won a car from General Motors in a national contest to 
find a couple with the biggest discrepancy in height. She's 4’6", and he’s 
6'6". Their new car adjusts to them both. 
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FINE ARTS 


Leonard and Bina Ellen Gallery 
Open until June 4, noon to 6 p.m. in LB-165. Free 
admission, wheelchair accessible. Info at ext. 4750. On 
the web, visit ellengallery.concordia.ca 


+ TRACKING THE TRACES 2 

Curator Nicole Gingras continues her investigation of the 
notion of trace. The project as a whole reflects on the 
trace or traces that are left with us through certain 
encounters with a sound or an image. Until June 3. 


Please note that the Gallery will be closed between June 
4 and Sept. 4. The offices will remain open throughout 
the summer, Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 





OSCAR PETERSON 
CONCERT HALL 


Located at 7141 Sherbrooke St. W. Box office: Monday 
to Friday, 9:30 a.m. to noon, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m., ext. 
4848. oscar.concordia.ca 


Gu-Zheng Ensemble 

Live performances of traditional and contemporary Gu- 
Zheng ensemble music, plus electroacoustic and video 
presentations. Chih-Lin Chou, artistic director. June 10 
at 8 p.m. For info and reservations, call 937-3866. 


Classical Music Concert 

Works by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (“Kegelstatt” Trio 
in E-flat major), Darius Milhaud (Suite for Clarinet, 
Violin and Piano), Aram Khachaturian (Trio for Clarinet, 
Violin and Piano) and Astor Piazzolla (Four Seasons of 
Buenos Aires). With Hampartsoum Djabourian (clar- 
inet), Peter Purich (violin) and Gregory Chaverdian 
(piano). June 18 at 6 p.m. Tickets are $20 plus service 
charges at the box office and at Admission. 


Masa Manojlovic, Piano 

A student of Gregory Chaverdian; works by Alexina 
Louie (Music for Piano), Dmitiri Shostakovich (Sonata 
for Viola and Piano) and Maurice Ravel (Piano Concerto 


in G major). June 20 at 6 p.m. Tickets at the door only: 
$5 or free for students with ID. Presented by Concordia’s 
Department of Music. 





MEETINGS & EVENTS 


We Can! 

The Centre for the Arts in Human Development pres- 
ents its 10th anniversary fundraising gala, We Can!, 
featuring highlights from the its original shows includ- 
ing Oh! That Aladdin, The Winds of 0z, and Romeo and 
Juliet on Dante St. With special quest Charles Biddle, 
and many more. June 17 at 7:30 p.m. at Théatre 
Outremont, 1248 Bernard W. Tickets $22, for info call 
848-2424 ext. 4397 or email 
alumnievents@concordia.ca 


Theology poetry contest 

Word in the World, a graduate student journal in 
Concordia’s Department of Theological studies seeks 
poems inspired by sacred texts from the world’s reli- 
gious traditions. The winner will receive a beautifully 
illustrated copy of the book Psalms, a work of art com- 
missioned by Saint John’s Abbey and Universiy 
(Minnesota). They and the three-runners up will have 
their poem published in our inaugural fall edition. 
Deadline for submissions is July 1. Send entries to 
toadflax@sympatico.ca. Winners will be notified by 
Aug. 1. 


Colors of Concordia at Tour de 
Iile 

For the fourth year in a row, the Colors of Concordia 
team will take part in the annual 48 km ride around the 
island of Montreal. June 4. The team is comprised of 
over 300 participants from 69 countries. Cheer them on 
at the start (9:15 a.m.) or finish at Laurier Park (St- 
Joseph Blvd) or along the banks of the St-Lawrence. 
You will recognize them by their Colors of Concordia T- 
shirts. 


University of the Streets Café 
Open to everyone, Café sessions take place in both 
English and French. For details and a full list of events 


over the summer, visit univcafe.concordia.ca or contact 
Eric Abitbol at ext. 3967. 


+ ACTIONS OF HOPE AND RESISTANCE 

How are we motivated to change, to bring about 
change in our daily actions: for social justice; for 
human rights and dignity; for a sustainable environ- 
ment? How might we cultivate a broad and open vision 
that allows us to seize opportunities and reinvent the 
world? June 15, 7-9 p.m. at Shaika Café, 5526 
Sherbrooke St. W. 


+ MEETING THE OTHER 

How far are we prepared to go to meet the Other? With 
guest Nayiri Tavlian, Lisa Ndejuru and Martin van 
Lierop. June 17 at 4:30 p.m. at Café Pi, 4127 St- 
Laurent Blvd. This event is organized in collaboration 
with Initiatives for Change, la Maison de l’amitié and 
the Mennonite Central Committee as part of the 
Festival pour la paix de Montréal. 


Iranian Women’s Studies 

The School of Community and Public Affairs presents 
the 17th Annual International Conference of Iranian 
Women’s Studies June 2 — 4 from 7 a.m. — 10 a.m. in 
H-110. For information on speakers and schedule, visit 
www.iwstorg 


Serenity charity screening 

A special screening of Josh Whedon's sci-fi western 
Serenity will take place in the JA DeSeve Cinema (1400 
de Maisonneuve Blvd. W.) on June 22 at 7 p.m. Tickets 
are $15 at the door, with all proceeds going to Equality 
Now, which focuses on ending violence toward 
women. For more info, visit serenitymtl. blogspot.com 





LECTURES 


Robert Fisk 

An author and Middle East correspondent for British 
newspaper The Independent, Fisk will speak about his 
latest book, The Great War of Civilization. June 7 at 6 
p.m. in H-110. Sponsored by Solidarity for Palestinian 
Human Rights. 


Otakuthon set for Hall Building 
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Otaku Anime of Concordia 
University will take over the Hall 
Building on June 10 and 11 with 
Montreal's first major anime con- 
vention. 

Computer Engineering student 
and Otakuthon President Amanda 
Arrizza has been involved in the 
group for four years. Members 
from all faculties share an 
interest in anime art. Otaku is the 
Japanese word for fanatic. 

Arrizza said that members have 
regularly attended similar events 
in Toronto and almost 50 
volunteers are ready to put their 
experience into practice. 

“We're the only university- 
based anime group [in the city], 
so we have a lot of resources 
available.” 

There are well over 500 pre- 
registrants for the convention, 
which features screenings, 
vendors, origami workshops, 
Japanese tea ceremonies and a 
masquerade ball and J[apa- 
nese]Pop concert. 

Volunteer Sylvie Laurin shows 
off her favourite character 
impersonation at a previous 
masquerade at left. 

Special guests include 
performer Matt Hill and artist 
Scott Ramsoomair. For info (and 
more masquerade photographs) 
visit www.otakuthon.com 
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APARTMENTS 


House for rent 

Bright, unfurnished 3-bdrm. cottage in Lachine West, 
near schools, parks, pool and tennis courts on child- 
friendly street. Big yard, finished basement. Near all 
transportation, including commuter train (10 mins. to 
Loyola, 20 to downtown). Avail. August. Call 637-2443. 


Apartment for sublet 

Available Sept. 2006 ~ June 2007. Large, bright, semi- 
furnished 4 1/2 two minutes from Loyola. Suitable for 
visiting lecturer. Call 481-2374. 


Montreal West Lower duplex 

Bright 8 1/2 with 3 bdrms on mail floor, plus another 
bedroom and office in the basement. Finished base- 
ment includes large 11x20 ft den, full bathroom and 
bedroom/office and laundry room. Air-conditioned, 
large balcony, renovated, kitchen includes Jennair stove 
and fridge and dishwasher. Quiet and residential, near 
transportation (Bus 162/103). $1450/mo. unheated 
Call 481-6295. 


Sabbatical Rental 2006 - 07 

Two bedroom house in NDG, fully furnished, two full 
bathrooms, all major appliances, upstairs air condi- 
tioned, deck, small backyard. Pets welcome. Bus and 
shops at corner, | km to Venddme metro. One year mini- 
mum rental, flexible dates, available from July 1. 
$1,600/mo. + utilities. Photos available. For info, con- 
tact patj@alcor.concordia.ca or call 487-8164. 


7 blocks from Loyola 

Newly renovated 7 1/2 on quiet residential street near 
Sherbrooke/Cavendish. All appliances (fridge, stove, 
washer/dryer) and utilities included (heat, electricity). 
Available July 1. $575/mo. Call 265-4636. 


Sunny, home on Monkland Ave. 

with three plus one bedrooms, fourth can be a family 
room or home office with separate exterior entrance. 
One bathroom, two powder rooms, double salon and 
eat-in kitchen with butcherblock counters. Includes use 
of all-new appliances, private garden with furniture and 
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indoor garage. Minutes to Loyola campus, shopping and 
downtown via metro. $2,000/mo. plus utilities. 
Available Aug. 1. For info, call 486-2830 or email /east- 
ilinger@videotron.ca 

Montreal West 

Spacious, bright upper duplex with large deck. 
$925/mo. unheated. Call 484-5814. Regrettably, no 
dogs are permitted. 





UNCLASSIFIED 


Phobia Research Study 

The Fear and Anxiety Disorders laboratory in the 
Department of Psychology is looking for participants for 
a study that examines treatment for specific phobia. 
Participants will receive financial compensation and a 
component of treatment. For more information, please 
contact Stefanie 848-2424, ext.2199. 


Témoignages de jeunes 

Vous étes nés par insémination artificielle, issu(e) d'un 
don de sperme anonyme? Vos origines génétiques vous 
intriguent ? Votre témoignage nous intéresse. Emission 
de télé sérieuse recherche jeunes préts a nous raconter 
leur histoire. Contacter Anne : 895-6792. 


Football Tickets - Platinum 

Centre field tickets for the following games (two per 
game): vs. the Bombers on June 8 and 16; Tiger Cats 
July 6; Argos Aug. 3; Stampeders Aug. 24 and Eskimos 
Sept. 10. For more info, call ext. 2737. 


Super Bazaar 

Super low prices on clothing, furniture, miscellaneous 
household goods, books and more at Mission of the 
Great Shepherd, 2510 Center St., Point St. Charles 
(Charlevoix Metro). June 3, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. See 


coupons at www.missiongrandberger.com/ 


For more listings, visit 


http://cjournal.concordia.ca 
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Green thumbs on hand 


The Canadian Botanical Associ- 
ation will hold its 42nd annual 
meeting on the Sir George 
Williams Campus June 26 to 29. 
According to  Selvadurai 
Dayanandan, an associate pro- 
fessor of biology and vice-presi- 
dent of the Association, the 
members are more than just a 
group of green thumbs. The 
meeting brings together more 
than 100 professors, researchers 
and students from several aca- 
demic and provincial institu- 
tions, including Concordia and 


Montreal's Botanical Gardens, to 
share their latest findings in the 
rapidly expanding field of plant 
biology. 

The keynote speaker is Kamal 
Bawa of the University of 
Massachusetts. He is the founder 
of ATREE, a conservation group 
in India. 

“He will talk about capacity 
building, conservation and sus- 
tainable management of biologi- 
cal resources in the 21st century, 
Dayanandan said. For info, visit 
csfg.concordia.ca/cba2006/ 
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Kathleen Stavert enters a new stage 


Kathleen Stavert was only eight 
years old when she appeared in 
her first production, a musical 
produced by an English theatre 
company in Quebec City. 

“I was in the chorus and had no 
speaking lines, but I loved it. Since 
then, it’s never been an issue as to 
what I was going to do with my life” 

Stavert will receive a BFA spe- 
cialization in Theatre Perfor- 
mance, and has already earned a 
coveted position as a full-time 
touring actor at Geordie 
Productions, Montreal's premiere 
purveyor of theatre for young 
audiences. 


She and two others from this 
year’s Theatre class, Danny 
Coleman and Anthousa Harris, 
will soon start rehearsals for the 
company’s two-play tour that 
will take them to schools all over 
Quebec, 


Ontario and New 








Brunswick. 

“All three are wonderful actors 
and display a level of professional- 
ism that Geordie is searching for; 
said Dean Fleming, Geordie’s artis- 
tic director. “All three are well on 
their way to having great careers’ 

During her studies, Stavert 
achieved a straight A average, and 
was heavily involved with the 
Concordia Association of 
Students in Theatre (CAST). 

She is now awaiting decisions 
from graduate schools. This 
spring, she attended a gruelling 
series of auditions for universities 
across North America. “I think I've 
been to New York City alone five or 
six times this semester; she 
laughed. 

So far she knows she has a good 
chance at Boston’s renowned 
Advanced Institute of Theatre 
Training, and the National Theatre 


Asif-Aly Penwala is preparing to go to Malawi with Students Without Borders. 
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School in Montreal. 

Meanwhile, she will spend her 
first full summer in Montreal. Last 
summer, she was a guide for ghost 
tours in Quebec City. 

“[ had to wear a wool cape, a top 
hat with gloves and carry a 
lantern. That was pretty crazy, 
considering Quebec can get as 
warm as Montreal in the summer; 
she said. 

In the future, Stavert said she is 
more interested in independent 
film and theatre than blockbuster 
Hollywood productions. 

“Itd be nice to have a penthouse 
in Manhattan overlooking Central 
Park,’ she said wryly, “but I just 
want to be a working actress, 
happy with my work, and always 
to be challenged. Either way, I 
know I'll be on stage for the rest of 
my life” 

ALLISON MARTENS 


Design students recycle 


Place Bonaventure was the site of the 18th annual Salon International du 
Design d’intérieur de Montréal (SIDIM). Industry professionals toured the 
exhibits for the first two days (May 25 and May 26) before the exhibits were 
open to the general public. 

The Eco-vie section showed off a wide range of environmentally- 
conscious designs and projects. Students in Lydia Sharman's class in Design 
and Computation Arts were encouraged to produce work by repurposing 
objects. A special section of the display showcased their projects. 

Among them was Carlos Beauregard's custom-made speakers, Vunusta 
Quadribitum (left). The project, using recycled and new plywood, was 
constructed to echo the shape of the ear, and calls to mind old-fashioned 
gramophones. Meanwhile, Marc Biffaud used old skis and a snowboard to 
fashion a chair (right). 

In addition, SIDIM spotlighted cutting-edge design and presented a 
special section devoted to design from African countries. 


GREAT GRADS 





Kathleen Stavert will be touring with Geordie Productions when school 
starts up again. In the meantime, she can soak up the summer sun. 





Asif-Aly Penwala has global outlook 


Asif-Aly Penwala is off to Malawi 
this summer with the World 
University Service of Canada’s 
new Students Without Borders 
program. 

Penwala will put his JMSB 
Finance education to work as 
assistant financial manager for a 
local group working with disad- 
vantaged communities. 

“International experience is so 
important, Penwala said. He has 
already traveled to the south of 
France through Concordia’s 
study abroad program. 

Penwala won't be leaving until 
July, because he’s setting up a 
June summer camp for adoles- 
cents in his Shia Ismaili Muslim 
community. “We help with their 
religious education by doing 


more than sitting in room 
preaching and teaching,” he said, 
describing the theatre project 
they have in mind. 

As youth leader for his com- 
munity he has planned various 
meetings and events. The camp 
offers a different experience. 

“Tt was a chance to put my busi- 
ness education into practice,’ 
Penwala said. He estimated that 
he has devoted four or five hours a 
day to managing the budget, 
reporting to the Board, putting 
together a team to staff the camp 
and planning security for the site. 

Penwala will return from Africa 
in time for a ceremony where he 
will receive the Governor 
General's Medal of Bravery. He 
and Téodor Hulbar, a total 


stranger, successfully fought off a 
group of armed assailants who 
attacked Penwala’s mother out- 
side of his family’s downtown cur- 
rency exchange business. 

Hulbar suffered a gunshot 
wound in the melée, but both he 
and Penwala’s mother survived 
the ordeal. 

Penwala is thinking about 
returning to school. His volun- 
teer experience has led him to 
consider education — studies. 
“Even within the business world, 
you need people who can teach 
and write well” He is also inter- 
ested in the potential for micro- 
credit communities, and hopes 
to more about such projects 
while in Malawi. 

KAREN HERLAND 
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